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Phonics and reading



Phonemes

Single sounds, the smallest part of 
spoken language that combine to form 
words. 

Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear 
individual sounds / phonemes in a word.



Grapheme

A written symbol that represents a sound 
(phoneme) in language.



Phonics

A method of teaching to read by connecting sounds (phonemes) with symbols 
(graphemes) in language.



The structured literacy approach

Scope and sequence

Scaffold children



Cook Island alphabet



Phonological awareness

Is the ability to hear and break words 
into syllables, rhymes, and individual 
sounds  (phonemes).

/ C / a / t /

Play + ground = playground

Ha//ppy



Pre literacy skills

Memory

Movement

Differentiating sounds

Oral language



Explicit teaching

I do

We do

You do



VC and CVC words

Teaching vowels and consonants

Blending and segmenting



Sight words - heart words - high frequency words



Digraphs and blends

Double consonant: ll ss ff

Consonant blends: br dr cr pl st spl str

Consonant digraphs: sh ch ph ng

Vowel digraphs: oo ee ai oa 



Word endings / suffix

Plurals (s, es) 

ly, ing, ed



Let’s play some games


